
 

 

 

Picturesque Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow…  

Written by Katie Wallbaum 

 

 The feeling most Edmontonians get today when they look over the river valley mirrors 

those of early pioneers who travelled across the country to stand on the North Saskatchewan’s 

banks. James Carnegie, Earl of Southesk, who travelled to Edmonton marvelled at the beauty of 

the river valley, “ Upstream the view was exceedingly pretty, for the elevated banks which 

confined the channel were picturesquely broken, and richly covered with an abundant growth of 

wood.”1 Carnegie was not the only early traveller to be astounded by the views of the river 

valley, Reverend William Newton also found its beauty to be enough to note in his journals. 

Newton describes the valley, “the Hermitage is situated on the North Saskatchewan river, about 

seven miles from Edmonton; it would in most countries be considered a pleasant locality. 

Around it are hills and valleys, trees and water.”2 Both Newton and Carnegie arrived in 

Edmonton before high rise apartments and other buildings lined the banks of the river valley, but 

luckily for Edmontonians the scenery they witnessed is much the same today. Thanks to the 

city’s preservation of the wilderness of the river valley, Edmontonians can appreciate the same 

breathtaking views which Carnegie and Newton witnessed in the mid to late1800s. It is no 

wonder then, that Edmontonians today fight so vehemently to ensure that the nature and 

landscape of the the North Saskatchewan river valley is preserved rather than tainted by chain 

                                                 
1 James Carnegie, Saskatchewan and the Rocky Mountains (1859-1860), 147. 
2 Reverend William Newton, Twenty Years on the Saskatchewan, 35-36. 



 

 

restaurants and gaudy businesses promoting tourism in the city. The picturesque views that were 

first recorded by the Edmontonians of yesterday are fervently protected by the people of today, 

for the people of the future. 


